Patenting of hybridomas and genetically engineered microorganisms.
Many new technologies arrived at through basic research have practical applications. Two recent breakthroughs in microbiology, recombinant DNA techniques and hybridoma techniques, will permit designing cells for specific practical purposes resulting in new products or functions of commercial significance. The unique cell or its usefulness, or both, may satisfy the requirements of a patentable invention, i.e. an inventive act having utility and novelty. Ownership of such patents permits recovery of expenses incurred in the invention process and investment for all concerned in additional research. An integral part of the patenting process is submission of the new cell to an official repository, an outstanding example of which is The American Type Culture Collection.